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Town Council approves revising Street
Rehabilitation Cost Sharing Policy

By Vera Kochan
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Examples of sidewalk terminology

When Moraga first be-
gan to see a housing
boom in the 1960s, some
sub-divisions included
sidewalks, while others
did not. The town itself
did not construct the
sidewalks - that decision
was left up to the devel-
oper of the lots. Gutters,
curbs, sidewalks, drive-
way aprons, pathways,
trees, landscaping, and
other front yard im-
provements from the
roadway’s edge to the
property line are con-
sidered to be the public
right-of-way (ROW), and
any repairs and mainte-
nance is the private
property owner’s re-
sponsibility. However,
the town is responsible
for the upkeep of its
58.59 centerline miles of
asphalt-paved public
streets.

Since Moraga’s in-
corporation in 1974, the
cost sharing policy has
gone through a variety
of iterations. According
to Public Works Direc-
tor/Town Engineer
Shawn Knapp’s April 10
staff report, between
November 1974 to Sep-
tember 1977, there was a
continuation of Contra
Costa County policy
whereby private prop-
erty owners were re-
sponsible for maintain-
ing the sidewalk area; in
1977, a Town Curb and
Gutter Committee gave a
“no change” recommen-
dation; between Aug. 27,
1977 to Sept. 7, 1977,
there was a policy shift
for the town to be re-
sponsible for mainte-
nance of gutters and
curbs when determined
to be a public hazard
and the responsible
party was not identified;

from 1977 to 1990, an-
other policy shift al-
lowed for “limited Town
sidewalk area responsi-
bility” whereby the town
paid for the mainte-
nance of gutters and
curbs, unless they were
damaged by others. Fi-
nally, via an adoption of
Ordinance No0.132 in
1990, policy shifted back
to private property own-
ers being responsible for
maintaining the side-
walk area.

Knapp’s report
added that, between
1990 to 2012, the town’s
streets and infrastruc-
ture were continuing to
deteriorate. In Novem-
ber 2012, voters ap-
proved of a local 1%
Sales Tax Revenue Mea-
sure (Measure K), a gen-
eral tax, to help improve
and maintain the com-
munity’s failing street
network and other town
needs; from 2013 to
2022, the town funded
certain sidewalk area
repairs that were part of
street rehabilitation
projects; between 2020
and 2022, there was ad-
ditional clarification of
private property owner
sidewalk area mainte-
nance and repair re-
sponsibilities. 2020 to
2024 saw the implemen-
tation of the “Worst First
Residential Streets” ap-
proach, and with the
Fiscal Year 2022-23, pri-
vate property owners
were held responsible
for sidewalk area repairs
that are part of street re-
habilitation projects.

Staff began to iden-
tify $361,645 in neces-
sary sidewalk repairs
prior to beginning the
2022 Street Rehabilita-
tion Project, and as such,

provided each property
owner with an option to
either reimburse the
town for repairs or hire
their own contractor. By
May 2023, the town en-
tered into 116 reim-
bursement agreements
with property owners
which totaled $349,015.
To date, only $132,100
has been collected, with
another $12,630 in re-
pair work having been
funded and completed
separately by each prop-
erty owner.

As the Street Reha-
bilitation Project got un-
derway, many property
owners objected to the
Cost Sharing Policy, and
the town stopped collec-
tion of the remaining
$216,915. Future street
rehabilitation was put
on hold while staff com-
pleted policy research.

Staff has recom-
mended that the Munici-
pal Code be amended to
allow for use of public
funding, which includes
Measure K funds, to pay
for those sidewalk re-
pairs that would nor-
mally be the responsi-
bility of property own-
ers. The town would also
reimburse those prop-
erty owners who made
repairs during FY 2022-
23 (approximately
$144,730), and enter into
agreements with each
property owner to make
certain that any future
maintenance and repairs
would fall to property
owners.

Town Manager Scott
Mitnick’s slide presenta-
tion during the Town
Council’s April 10 meet-
ing explained that the
benefits of the new reso-
lution would “reduce
staff time spent on Re-
imbursement Agree-
ments (saving up to
$150,000)”, that there
would be “more efficient
use of staff time and in-
creased focus on street
projects” as well as an
“increase in project im-
plementation and de-
creased enforcement”
that would promote a
“positive relationship
with property owners”.

Mitnick pointed out
additional benefits such
as, “uniform high-quality
sidewalk area repairs;
safer sidewalks and in-
creased ADA compli-
ance; improved neigh-
borhood connectivity,

aesthetics, and property
values; and property
owners would retain
maintenance repair and
legal liability.”

The downside, ac-
cording to Mitnick,
would be the “reduction
of $309,000 to $359,000
for street projects; less
funding for other CIP
projects and/or services;
potential risk to the
town; and possible con-
fusion regarding how
other sidewalk area re-
pairs are funded.”

The town council
agreed to adopt a reso-
lution revising the Town
of Moraga’s Street Reha-
bilitation Cost Sharing
Policy to allow for the
use of the town’s Mea-
sure K Sales Tax funds to
pay for sidewalk area
repairs which are part of
town street rehabilita-
tion projects, while re-
taining private property
owner obligations set
forth in the Moraga Mu-
nicipal Code pertaining
to the public ROW. They
also introduced an ordi-
nance amending the
Moraga Municipal Code
Title 12, Chapter 12.04,
Sidewalks, to incorpo-
rate the Revised Street
Rehabilitation Cost
Sharing Policy and other
conforming
amendments.

Magical Monarchs Mini Poster
Contest brings out the artist in
JM’s students

By Vera Kochan
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Monarch Poster Contest finalists and their well-wishers stand in front of the
poster gallery at Moraga Library.

For the first time, the
Moraga Garden
Club/Moraga for Mon-
archs held a poster con-
test hoping to bring at-
tention to the plight of
the monarch butterflies
by getting the students of
Joaquin Moraga Inter-
mediate School to ex-
press themselves
through art or poetry.
The object of the
contest was to “create an
informational poster for
the general public, to
help citizens of all ages
understand the impor-

tance of monarch but-
terflies and the impor-
tance of Lamorinda sup-
porting western
monarch butterfly re-
covery.”

Another mandate of
the contest was to “cre-
ate either a visual poster
with original drawings
and short captions OR a
motivational poster
written in poetry or es-
say format.” Entries in
both categories were al-
lowed.

The poster paper’s
size had to be 9” by 12”

using a font of 20 or
more. All work had to be
original and send a
“bright, friendly, upbeat”
message. Any written
entries had to be legible,
and all entries had to be
flat in order to fit into
the display. To ensure
fairness, no names were
allowed on the entries. A
Monarch Poster Acad-
emy was held by JM
teacher Dawn Lezak to
help students learn more
about the monarchs and
the message.
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Touch-a-Truck
May 4th T1lam — 1pm
Moraga Commons

Free to Attend
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LamorindaSunrise.org

Dewey Dyslexia

Assessment and Consultation

« Dyslexia

- Dysgraphia

- ADHD

» Nonverbal Learning Disability

Diagnostic Assessment for
Children and Adolescents

2800 Pleasant Hill Road
Suite 230

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
(925) 532-2826
deweydyslexia.com

Ervviranmmsniol Senices

* www.certechpest.com
(925) 300-1094

CERTECH PEST PREVENTION
& TERMITE PROTECTION

ONE MONTH FREE
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Hours of operalion
Mon-Sat Sam -Gpm

Sunday T0am-dpm,

MONTHLY & BIMONTHLY ANNUAL
SERVICE AGREEMENTS

AR

Store It Yourself & Save
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455 Moraga Rd. Ste, |

(925) 643-2026

www. SAspace.com




